
Idaho Voters (N=500)

November 17-18, 2000


Hello, this is (FIRST AND LAST NAME) of Moore Information, a public opinion research company.  We are conducting a survey among registered voters in your part of Idaho.  Have I reached (PHONE #)?  IF NO:  TERMINATE

Could I speak to a member of your household who is registered to vote?  TERMINATE IF NO VOTERS.

IF YES:  Could you spend a few minutes on the phone with me to discuss some people and events in Idaho today?

1.
First, would you please tell me if you believe things in Idaho are generally headed in the right direction, or do you think things are pretty much headed off on the wrong track?


%

1.
right direction
69

2.
(DON’T READ) don’t know
11

3. wrong track
20

2. What, in your opinion, is the most important problem facing people in your part of Idaho?  (RECORD RESPONSE VERBATIM)

1. Jobs/economy
15

2. Education reform
8

3. Crop prices too low for farmers
8

4. Taxes too high
4

5. Lack of education funding
4

6. Federal government interference/over-regulation
3

7. Repair roads/highways
3

8. Environment issues
2

9. Clean water
2

10. Overpopulation
2

11. Traffic congestion
2

12. Crime/drugs
2

13. Loss of timber jobs
2

14. Growth/over-development
2

15. Gas prices too high
1

16. Poverty/Homelessness
1

17. Adequate senior services
1

18. Land use restrictions
1

19. Affordable housing
1

20. Forest service closing roads/Lost jobs
1

21. Affordable health care
1

22. Re-introduction of wolves and grizzly bears
1

23. Reduce prescription drug prices for seniors
1

24. Loss of water for irrigation
1

25. Social Security and Medicare issues
1

26. Need more Democrats
1

27. Keeping school board/The right to hold school
*

28. Bad reputation of Aryan nation
*

29. Federal government manipulates the forest service
*

30. Farming/Too many government regulations
*

31. Lack of flu vaccine for seniors
*

32. Nuclear waste incinerator
*

33. Salmon/over-regulation
*

34. Getting a Republican president
*

35. Turning farms into houses
*

36. Child abuse crimes
*

37. Giving handicapped people the rights they deserve
*

38. Welfare reform
*

39. Breach of dams
*

40. Superfund cleanup
*

41. NAFTA stops free trade with farmers
*

42. Contained animal feeding operation
*

43. Family issues
*

44. Immorality in media/R-rated movies for children
*

45. Wildfires/fire prevention
*

46. Racial discrimination
*

47. Gun control
*

48. City growth 
*

49. State tax surplus
*

50. Abortion
*

51. Transportation issues
*

52. Police unruly/Shoot people at will
*

53. Real estate prices too high in last ten years
*

54. Prices too high in grocery stores
*

55. Property tax too high
*

56. Republicans
*

57. Mormons are running too much here
*

58. Don’t know
22

3.
Next, thinking about the taxes you pay to state and local government in Idaho, in your opinion is the total amount of taxes too high, about right or too low for the amount of services you get?


1.
too high
51


2.
about right
44


3.
too low
1


4.
(DON’T READ) don’t know
4

* less than one-half of one percent

4.
Which tax do you dislike paying the most? (ROTATE 1-3)


1.
property taxes
38


2.
sales taxes
23


3.
the state income tax
22


4.
(DON’T READ) all of these
6


5.
(DON’T READ) none
7

6. (DON’T READ) don’t know
3

5.
Over the past few weeks or month, do you recall anything in the news about a state budget surplus in Idaho?  


1.
no
38

IF YES:  What do you recall about that news story?  (RECORD ESPONSE

VERBATIM)

2. Proposals of what to do with surplus
9

3. That there will be a surplus
8

4. They don’t know how to spend it
8

5. That it was larger than they expected
7

6. That it will go for education
2

7. Governor says there could be tax reduction
1

8. Government proposes giving it back to the people
1

9. Make it a trust fund
*

10. Some of it went back to the federal government
*

11. They’re going to put it where they want
*

12. May remove tax on groceries
*

13. They don’t want to give it back, but they want to raise taxes
*

14. Not sure of exact amount
*

15. They’ll probably use it right
*

16. It’s $200 million due to being overtaxed
*

17. $82 million dollars surplus
*

18. Could mean a raise for state employees
*

19. $280 million dollars
*

20. $45 million dollars
*

21. Excess of $100 million
*

22. Surplus came from tobacco companies
*

23. It will end up in the rainy day fund
*

24. Getting surplus money in January
*

25. Give it all to the rich
*

26. $240 million extra
*

27. Don’t know
22

* less than one-half of one percent

6. The current state budget surplus is estimated to be $280 million dollars.  In your opinion, what should be done with this surplus, (ROTATE 1-3)

1. return it all to taxpayers as a refund and/or reduction in taxes
19

2. use it to increase funding for education and other important

programs
24

3. return part of it to taxpayers, and use part of it to increase


  funding for education  and other important government


  programs
51

4. (DON’T READ) don’t know
2

5. (DON’T READ) other
5

Now, here are some proposed uses of the state budget surplus.  Please tell me if you favor or

oppose each.  IF FAVOR/OPPOSE:  Is that strongly favor/oppose or somewhat favor/oppose? 

ROTATE 7-11



-----FAVOR-------
Don’t
----OPPOSE----


Str.
Smwht.
Know
Smwht.
Str.
7.
A permanent reduction in  


  personal income tax rates 



  by 1%, reducing the top
(79)
(12)

              rate from 8.2% to 7.2%   
49
30
9
6
6

8.
A permanent reduction in  


  corporate income tax rates



  by 1%, reducing the top
(40)
(46)

              rate from 8% to 7%   
17
23
15
20
26

9.
A one-time income tax refund  


  of personal and corporate income
(50)
(39)


  tax        
22
28
11
21
18

10. A permanent reduction in 

  personal income tax rates

  and a permanent reduction 

  in corporate tax rates to a 
(63)
(22)

  maximum rate of 7%
33
31
15
11
11

11. A permanent reduction in corporate

  income tax rates by 2%, reducing
(37)
(49)

  the top rate from 8% to 6%
14
23
13
18
31

Next, here are some other statements about the state budget and spending.  After hearing each, 

please tell me if you are more likely or less likely to favor a reduction in state income taxes.  

IF MORE LIKELY/LESS LIKELY:  Is that much more/less likely, or somewhat more/less 

likely? ROTATE 12-18



------MORE------   
     Don’t        -----LESS----


Much
Smwht.
Know
Smwht.
Much
12.
The state budget has been running
(73)
(14)


  a surplus for the past 13 years
45
28
12
7
7

13.
If income taxes are cut it will  



  mean less money for 

              government programs such
(30)
(59)

              as local schools
16
14
11
26
33

14. Reducing the income tax will help

              control the growth of state 
(61)
(26)

              government
36
25
13
16
10

15. Even if personal and corporate 

  income tax rates are cut by 1%,

  the state will still have at least

  $77 million dollar surplus 
(71)
(18)

  remaining
39
32
12
11
7

16. The average family of four would

  save $400 dollars a year if 

  personal income taxes were cut 
(79)
(11)

  by 1%
49
31
10
5
6

17. The income tax reduction will

  reduce the state’s rainy day fund 
(42)
(44)

  for financial emergencies
18
24
14
27
17

18. The reduction in corporate income

  taxes will mean companies can

  use that money to invest in new
(68)
(24)

  jobs

38
30
8
11
13

Now, here are some other statements about the state budget and tax reductions.  Please tell me if 

you agree or disagree with each.  IF AGREE/DISAGREE:  Do you strongly agree/disagree or 

somewhat agree/disagree?  ROTATE 19-23



-----AGREE-------
Don’t
----DISAGREE----


Str.
Smwht.
Know
Smwht.
Str.
19.
Personal and corporate income


  taxes generate 80% of the existing 


  state surplus.  The legislature  


  should give half of the surplus
(64)
(29)


  back to income tax payers
36
28
7
14
15



-----AGREE-------
Don’t
----DISAGREE----


Str.
Smwht.
Know
Smwht.
Str.
20.
The fact that there have been 

  surpluses over the past 13 years

  means that Idaho income tax 
(77)
(18)

  payers are over-taxed
53
24
4
12
7

21. Reducing corporate income tax

  rates will make Idaho more

  competitive for business 

  development and create more 
(68)
(25)

  jobs in the region
40
28
7
12
13

22. A permanent income tax reduction

  is too risky given the uncertainty

 
of the economy in the future.  It is

  safer to do a one-time income tax
(45)
(48)

  refund
20
25
8
23
25

23. It is more important to use the 

  surplus for government programs,

  such as improving our local

  schools than it is to give out an
(53)
(40)

  income tax break
32
21
6
18
22

Now a few questions for statistical purposes.

24.
What is your approximate age, please?

1. 18-34
22

2. 35-44
20

3. 45-54
20

4. 55-64
13

5. 65+
23

6. NA
1

25.
Next, which of the following best describes how you usually vote?  (READ 1-2, 4-5, 5-4, 2-1)


1.
mostly or only for Republicans
37


2.
a few more Republicans than Democrats
12
(49)


3.
(DON’T READ) the person/Independent
19


4.
a few more Democrats than Republicans
11
(30)


5.
mostly or only for Democrats
19


6.
(DON’T READ) don’t know
2

26.
As far as religious faith, are you, (READ 1-4)

1. Protestant
45

2. LDS
24

3. Catholic
11

4. Non-denominational
2

5. Agnostic
1

6. Atheist
1

7. Family of God
*

8. Charismatic
*

9. Native American
*

10. Buddhist
*

11. Taoist
*

16.
None
8

17.
Don’t know
7

27.
Which of the following categories includes your annual household income?  (READ 1-6, 6-1)


1.
less than $25,000

21


2.
$25,000-$34,999

17


3.
$35,000-$49,999

24


4.
$50,000-$74,999

20


5.
$75,000-$99,999

5


6.
$100,000 or more

4

7. NA


10

28. Is your household income from one earner, from two earners, or from three or more earners?

1. one

45

2. two

46

3. three or more
2

4. NA

7

29. Are you employed in a full time or part-time job outside the home?

1. yes


61

2. no


37

3. NA


3

* less than one-half of one percent

30.
Gender (BY OBSERVATION)


1.
male


49


2.
female


51

31.
County (FROM LIST) 










1
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